






feet below the ground surface, and includes restrained joint pipe below the three coulees it
crosses between the divide and the Minot treatment plant. The coulees only have intermittent
stream flows and are dry most of the year. The pipeline will have telemetry and automatic
controls, valves and isolation vaults to shut down the system and contain water prior to the
coulees if there are any problems or loss of pressure in the pipeline.

The table on Page 3-6 should be updated on which organisms evaluated are in both the
Hudson Bay Drainage Basin and the Missouri Drainage Basin. Through the narrative, it appears
that everything in the Missouri Drainage Basin, except Whirling Disease (Myxosoma cerebralis),
is already in the Hudson Bay Drainage Basin. And as noted in the Draft EIS, Whirling Disease
had not yet been identified in North Dakota and is highly unlikely to complete its life cycle and
cause significant impact through the project.

CONCLUSION

On March 18, 2008 the Federal Court ordered the project could continue on design and
construction of the project between Minot and the northern communities. There were specific
needs to address water quality concerns such as the level of arsenic in Kenmare's water supply.
The Court found this work would not affect the ultimate decision on treatment, and Manitoba did
not oppose the continuance of the project.

We are pleased you are continuing to collect and analyze all pertinent information on
feasible treatment options. We look forward to working together cooperatively as Reclamation
responds to all public and agency comments and works toward a decision on a final treatment for
the NAWS project. Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft NAWS
Environmental Impact Statement.

Sincerely,

/JJ~
Dale Frink, PE
State Engineer
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